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Introductory Statement.

The plan was reviewed by the teaching staff of Seir Kieran’s NS in May 2019.
This plan will outline our approaches to the teaching of Visual Arts based on the Primary School Curriculum.  

Vision:
We see Visual Arts as very important in the holistic development of the child. We would envisage that each child would develop creativity through Visual Arts as well as developing an understanding and love of Art.
Aims:
· To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms.

· To enable the child to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art media and to have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design, invent, and communicate with different art materials.

· To promote the child’s understanding of and response to the creative process involved in making two and three-dimensional art.

· To enable the child to develop skills and techniques necessary for expression, inventiveness and individuality.

· To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity, and the achievement of potential through art activities.

· To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts.

· To help the child to develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world, and to provide for aesthetic experience.

· To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and craftspeople might relate to his/her work.

Content Objectives
1. Infant Classes
Concepts and skills development 

Through completing the strand units of the visual arts curriculum the child should be enabled to:
An awareness of line

· Begin to discover that lines can have a variety of qualities and can make shapes 

· Create movement with lines

· Begin to represent familiar figures and objects with free lines and shapes

An awareness of shape

· Begin to develop sensitivity to qualities of flat shape

· Invent and work with shapes that have a variety of characteristics

An awareness of form

· Become aware of the three-dimensional nature of form and of form in objects
· Handle, feel, manipulate and begin to form clay
An awareness of colour and tone

· Become sensitive to colour in his/her surroundings

· Recognise and mix primary colours and tones

· Distinguish between obviously light and dark colours

· Use colour expressively

An awareness of texture

· Begin to explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

· Create texture with a variety of materials and tools

An awareness of pattern and rhythm

· Become aware of pattern and rhythm in his/her visual surroundings and in his/her work in repeated use of line types and shapes

An awareness of space

· Become aware of how people and objects take up space

· Examine simple structures in the visual environment

· Begin to make basic structures

Drawing

The child should be enabled to:

· Experiment with the marks that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces

· Make drawings based on vividly recalled feelings, real and imaginative experiences and stories.

· Discover and draw line and shape as seen in natural and manufactured objects and discover that lines can make shapes.

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

Looking and responding:

The child should be enabled to:

· Look and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Paint and Colour

The child should be enabled to:

· Experiment with a variety of colour drawings instruments and media to develop colour awareness

· Use colour to express vividly recalled feelings, experiences and imaginings

· Discover colour in the visual environment to help develop sensitivity to colour

· Discover colour, pattern and rhythm in colourful objects

· Discover the relationship between how things feel and how they look

Looking and responding:

The child should be enabled to:

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Print

The child should be enabled to:

· Experiment with the effects that can be achieved with simple print-making

· Use a variety of print-making techniques

Looking and responding:

The child should be enabled to:

· Look at, handle and talk about familiar objects for experience of shape, texture, pattern

· Look at and talk about his/her work the work of other children and art prints composed of simple shapes and textures

· Look at and talk about examples of simple print design in everyday use

Clay

The child should be enabled to:

· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression

· Make a clay form and manipulate it with fingers to suggest a subject

· Invent mixed-media pieces in both representational and non-representational modes

Looking and responding:

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about objects with free-flowing forms

· Look at, handle and talk about his/her own work, the work of other children and simple pieces of clay pottery

Construction

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures

· Make imaginative structures

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, investigate and talk about spatial arrangements and balance in collections of objects and in photographs of natural and built structures

· Look at and talk about structures that are easily accessible and close at hand, at visually stimulating structures and at a range of common artefacts

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children
Fabric and fibre

The child should be enable to

· Explore the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression

· Make simple collages

· Invent a costume

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and structural qualities

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children
2. First and Second Classes

An awareness of line

· Recognise that lines have various properties and can create shapes, textures, patterns, and movement.

· Look closely at the linear qualities of objects in the surroundings.

· Develop personal symbols (a scheme) to represent familiar figures and objects visually

An awareness of shape

· Become sensitive to shape in the visual environment

· Become aware of outline shape, silhouette and shadow shapes

· Invent and experiment with shape in compositions

An awareness of form

· Become aware of the three-dimensional nature of form in the visual environment

· Explore the relationship between the parts and the whole form

· Express understanding of form in clay

An awareness of colour and tone

· Develop sensitivity to colour in the visual environment

· Begin to analyse colours and mix them more purposefully

· Distinguish between tone and pure colour (hue)

· Use colour and tone to create unity and emphasis in compositions

An awareness of texture

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

· Create variety in surface textures using a range of materials and tools

An awareness of pattern and rhythm

· Recognise pattern in the visual environment

· Become aware of repetition and variation in his/her own work and in the work of others

An awareness of space

· Develop awareness of how people and objects take up space

· Begin to show relationships between objects and figures in drawings and paintings and show some sense of scale

· Begin to develop a practical understanding of structure through construction activities

Drawing

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces.

· Make drawings based on his/her personal or imaginative life with a growing sense of spatial relationships

· Explore shape as seen in natural and manufactured objects and become aware of the shape of shadows cast by objects

· Draw from observation

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists
Paint and colour

The child should be enabled to

· Explore colour with a variety of materials and media

· Use colour expressively to interpret themes based on his/her personal or imaginative life

· Paint objects chosen for their colour possibilities

· Discover colour in the visual environment and become sensitive to tonal variations between light and dark and to variation in the pure colour (hue)

· Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities

· Discover colour, pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects and interpret them in his/her work 

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists
Print

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with the effects that can be achieved with simple print-making techniques

· Use a variety of print-making techniques to make theme-based or non-representational prints

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about familiar objects for experience of shape, texture and pattern

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and art prints that have relatively simple shapes, textures and pattern

· Look at examples of print design in everyday use.

Clay

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression 

· Change the form of a small ball of clay, using the medium expressively

· Work inventively with cubes or oblong blocks of clay and add details to suggest a solid structure

· Make simple pottery

· Experiment with and develop line, shape texture and pattern in clay

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of three-dimensional form.

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and figures by famous sculptors with contrasting styles (or slides or prints)

Construction

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures

· Make imaginative structures

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at collections or photographs of natural and built structures and investigate spatial arrangements, balance and outline and how the spaces created relate to the whole

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about a local building complex, at a famous building and at visually stimulating artefacts (or slides or prints)

Fabric and fibre

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression

· Make small inventive pieces with fabric and fibre

· Invent a costume 

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and spatial qualities

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about fabrics crafts and artefacts and visit a craftsperson at work if possible

3. Third and fourth classes

An awareness of line

· Recognise that lines can have varying qualities and can create shapes, textures, patterns, rhythms and movement
· Look closely at and interpret the visual environment with increased sensitivity to materials and tools
· Begin to show more keenly observed action in figure drawing and painting
· Begin to use line sketches and diagrams to clarify design ideas to be interpreted in three-dimensional form
An awareness of shape

· Become sensitive to shape and to relationships between shapes in the visual environment

· Invent and experiment with a variety of shape characteristics to create movement, balance, contrast, emphasis and/or a sense of space in drawings, paintings, print, collage and appliqué

An awareness of form

· Recognise the three-dimensional nature of form in objects

· Explore the relationships between the parts and the whole of a complex form

· Interpret form, creating surface texture in line, pattern and rhythm

· Use malleable materials as media in which to design and invent

An awareness of colour and tone

· Develop sensitivity to colour and tone in the visual environment

· Analyse and mix increasingly subtle colours and tones

· Become aware of the effects of warm and cool colours, of complementary and harmonious colours and of variations in tone

· Begin to use colour and tone to create rhythm, emphasis, contrast and/or spatial effects in two and three-dimensional work

An awareness of texture

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

· Create variety and contrast in surface texture using a range of materials and tools

· Experiment in interpreting texture in drawing and painting

An awareness of pattern and rhythm

· Discover and explore pattern in nature and in the visual surroundings 

· Recognise and purposefully use repetition and variation of line, shape, texture, colour, and tone in two and three-dimensional work.

An awareness of space

· Develop awareness of how people and objects occupy space

· Create space and depth in drawings and paintings

· Develop an understanding of how spaces can be organised through experience of construction

Drawing

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces

· Make drawings from recalled experiences, emphasising pattern, detail, context and location

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using inventive pattern and detail

· Draw from observation

· Make drawings from recalled experiences, emphasising pattern, detail, context and location

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Paint and colour

The child should be enabled to

· Explore colour with a variety of materials and media

· Make printings based on recalled feelings and experiences, exploring the spatial effects of colour and tone, using overlapping, and with some consideration of scale

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using colour expressively

· Paint from observation

· Discover colour in the visual environment and become sensitive to colour differences and tonal variations through colour mixing

· Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities

· Discover pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects and use them purposefully in his/her work

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Paint

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with a widening range of print-making techniques

· Use a widening range of print-making techniques to make theme-based or non-representational prints

· Make prints for functional uses (as well as for their own sake)

· Use a computer art program to create original images that are not dependent on clip art

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of texture, shape, and pattern.

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and art prints or print designs that emphasise the play of shape, texture or line

· Look at and talk about examples of design in everyday use

Clay

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression

· Make simple clay pots

· Make sturdy figures in clay using the medium expressively and with imaginative detail

· Work inventively and expressively with cubes or oblong blocks of clay

· Develop line, shape, texture and pattern in clay

· Work inventively and expressively with papier maché

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of three-dimensional form

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and figurative and non-representational pieces of sculpture (slides or prints)

· Look at and talk about ritual masks, street theatre masks and figures, and functional and decorative pottery (or slides or prints)

Construction

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures

· Make drawings from observation to analyse the structures of buildings and the natural structures of plants

· Make imaginative structures

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at collections or photographs of natural and built structures and investigate spatial arrangements, balance, outline

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about interesting examples of contemporary architecture and the work of great architects and builders of history

Fabric and fibre

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression

· Make small inventive pieces in fabric and fibre

· Make soft toys, emphasising individuality and variety

· Invent a costume for a character from a story or use fabric as a stimulus for an exotic costume design

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and spatial qualities

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about woven, embroidered, knitted and other fabrics, including interesting items of clothing from different times and cultures

· Look at and talk about fabric crafts and artefacts and visit a craftsperson at work if possible

4. Fifth and Sixth classes

An awareness of line

· Recognise that lines can have varying qualities, e.g. of density, texture, pattern and direction, and can create shapes and suggest movement, rhythm and form

· Use line expressively and with greater sensitivity to materials and tools

· Interpret the human figure and progress beyond personal symbols (or schema)
· Demonstrate more concentrated observation in interpreting the visual world

· Use drawings and diagrams to solve design problems and to clarify and develop ideas to be carried out in another medium

An awareness of shape

· Be sensitive to shape in the visual surroundings

· Invent and experiment with a variety of shapes to create rhythm, balance, contrast, emphasise and/or a sense of space in drawings, painting and other media

· Focus sometimes on shape, edges and layout on the picture plane without emphasis on depth

· Use overlapping shapes and scale to suggest three-dimensional depth

An awareness of form

· Notice the three-dimensional nature of form and explore the relationships between the parts and the whole in complex forms

· Analyse and interpret the human figure and the structure of the human head in clay

· Develop the surface of a clay form using line, rhythm, texture and pattern

· Use three-dimensional materials as media in which to design and invent

An awareness of colour and tone

· Develop sensitivity to subtleties in colour and tone in the visual environment

· Develop awareness of the effects of warm and cool colours, of complementary and harmonious colours and of variations in tone

· Mix and use subtle colours and tones and create rhythm, emphasis, contrast, spatial effects, mood and atmosphere in two and three-dimensional work

An awareness of texture

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

· Create variety, contrast and emphasise in surface textures using a range of materials and tools

· Use a variety of drawing instruments to suggest texture from observation of objects

An awareness of pattern and rhythm

· Analyse pattern in the visual environment through drawing, painting and other media

· Use repetition and variation of line, shape, texture, colour and tone to create contrasting and harmonious effects

An awareness of space

· Continue to develop awareness of how people and objects occupy space

· Develop basic understanding of aerial and linear perspective (spatial organisation)

· Design and construct a model with multiple spaces, open and closed

Drawing

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces, demonstrating increasing sensitivity and control

· Discover how line could convey movement and rhythm

· Make drawings based on themes reflecting broadening interests, experiences and feelings

· Draw imaginative themes using inventive pattern and detail

· Draw from observation

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Paint and colour

The child should be enabled to

· Explore colour with a variety of colour drawing instruments, media and techniques

· Make paintings based on recalled feelings and experiences and discover ways of achieving spatial effects

· Express his/her imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using colour expressively

· Paint from observation

· Become sensitive to increasingly subtle colour differences and tonal variations in natural and manufactured objects

· Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities

· Discover pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects

· Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of artists

Print

The child should be enabled to

· Experiment with more complex print-making techniques

· Use more complex print-making techniques to make theme-based or non-representational prints

· Make prints for functional uses (as well as for their own sake)

· Use a computer art program to create original images that are not dependent on clip art

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of texture, shape and pattern

· Look and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and art prints or print design that demonstrate a variety of print-making techniques

Clay

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression

· Use clay to analyse and interpret form from observation

· Explore some of the essential characteristics of three-dimensional work

· Make simple pottery and sculpture

· Experiment with and develop line, shape, texture and pattern in low relief

· Make an imaginative slab-built structure

· Work inventively and expressively with papier maché

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of three-dimensional form

· Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other children and the work of sculptors, including relief sculptures (prints or slides)

· Look at and talk about ritual masks, street theatre masks and figures, and functional and decorative pottery from different cultures and different times (slides or prints)

Construction

The child should be enabled to 

· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures

· Make drawings from observation to analyse form and structure

· Make imaginative structures

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at, investigate and talk about spatial arrangements, balance and outline in collections or photographs of natural and manufactured structures

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about impressive examples of buildings created in the past in different parts of the world and at contemporary architecture, sculpture, engineering and design (slides or prints)

Fabric and fibre

The child should be enabled to

· Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression

· Make small inventive pieces in fabric and fibre

· Make simple character toys

· Design and make a costume

Looking and responding

The child should be enabled to

· Look at handle, and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and spatial qualities

· Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

· Look at and talk about woven, embroidered, knitted and other fabrics, including interesting items of clothing from different times and cultures, and explore the role of textiles in culture

· Look at fabric crafts and artefacts and visit a craftsperson at work if possible.
5. Children with different needs
It is the policy in our school that all children will participate in visual arts activities within the mainstream class situation.  Children with particular special needs will be assisted in activities by their special needs assistants.  Lesson outcomes will be modified to meet the needs of children of low, middle and high ability.  Children who display particular talent in the area of visual arts will be encouraged”.
6. Integration
The Visual Arts provides numerous possibilities for integration with many aspects of other subject areas:

· Oral language (English / Gaeilge)

· Design and make (Science)

· Shape and space (Mathematics)

· Drawing a reponse to a piece of Music 

· Making a model of a castle (History)

7. Equality of Participation and Access
Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of gender, ethnic background, socio-economic status across all strands and activities. Teachers should ensure that pupils attending supplementary teaching are included for as much of the Visual Arts programme as possible.

8. Time

Time allocated to visual arts in every class will be as outlined in the Introduction to the Curriculum (minimum time allocations).  Some discretionary time may also be allocated periodically to work in the visual arts, particularly in the context of integrated project work or celebration occasions
9. Displays
       It is the policy in our school that every child will have the opportunity to see their art on display at some stage during the year. However due to limited space, all art cannot be displayed. Because of this, photographs of the childrens’ work will be taken and these photos are displayed.

10. Approaches and methodologies

Children need some form of stimulus as a starting point for art

These include:

· Children work from experience and imagination

· Focus on drawing materials and tools

· Work from observation and curiosity
11. Health & Safety
Health and Safety

Care and attention will be given to the following:

· Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom

· Storage facilities for materials

· Access to, and transport of, materials

· Ventilation of the classrooms

Amount of space for children to sit or stand when engaging in Visual Arts
12. Individual Teachers Planning & reporting
Each teacher is responsible for her own planning of the Visual Arts. Teachers plan through yearly plans of work, and more specifically on a fortnightly basis. A record of what has been done is kept in monthly reports.

13. Organisation

· Each class group to be taught on a two year cycle

· A minimum of two lessons from each strand to be covered annually

· A balance to be brought between Making and Looking and Responding

14. Staff Development
The staff will avail of training as provided by the Department of Education and Science. Teachers may partake in summer courses in the Visual Arts.

15. Parental involvement
Parents who are willing to help with particular areas of the Visual Arts, or who would like to be involved in Visual Arts events in the school will always be welcomed by the staff of Seir Kieran’s N.S.

16. Community links
Artists living locally, Birr Theatre and Arts Centre, education officers, local events and national support structures will all be considered as valuable resources as support for the Visual Arts Curriculum.

17. Assessment

· Teacher observation

· Teacher-designed tasks

· Work samples (photographs)
Teacher observation is the form of assessment most commonly used by the teacher.  It involves constant reflection on and reappraisal of teaching practices.  The teacher assesses the child’s ability to develop concepts and skills, to handle materials and tools, and to make a personal response to the visual environment and to art works. This informal mode of assessment would focus on

· The child’s ability to respond in a variety of ways to visual arts tasks

· The child’s developing perceptual awareness (for example the extent to which he/she can evaluate objectively, his/her own work and the work of others)

· The child’s commitment and level of personal involvement with the task in hand.

Roles and Responsibilities

Each teacher and the staff as a group will evaluate the progress in Visual Arts by referring back to our set of stated objectives as stated in this plan and in the Visual Arts Curriculum. A short session at staff meeting may be allocated to this work.   

Ratification and Implementation

This school plan for visual arts has been ratified by the Board of Management of Seir Kieran’s N.S at a meeting on the 10th of June, 2019.

Resources

Drawing

· Variety of paper – Cartridge, Chart, Sugar, Black, Tracing, Newsprint

· Pencils

· Drawing Inks

· Charcoal

· Crayons

· Felt tip pens

· Colouring pencils

· Aquarelles

· Chalks

· Soft pastels

Painting Materials

· Brushes – various sizes

· Paints – power, poster, water, PVA

· Straws

· Sponges

· Rollers

· Palettes

· Water pots

· Trays

Printing Materials

· Printing Inks

· Rubber rollers

· Marbling Inks/trays

· Sheets of glass

Modelling Materials

· Clay

· Plasticine

Construction Materials

· Straws

· Lollipop sticks

· Pipe cleaners

· Nails

· Boxes, containers, junk

· Glues

Miscellaneous Resources

· National Gallery Art Pack

· CD Rom of Book of Kells

· Art Magic Series

· Calendars

· Discover Irish Art at the National Gallery

· Animal Craft
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